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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

PULASKI TECH

Assessment Report:
Program Level
Early Childhood Development

The University of Arkansas — Pulaski Technical College calls for each program (AS,
AA, AAS, CP, and TC) to have an assessment plan for each academic year that
includes the following;:

e Program learning outcomes

e Procedures for assessing the achievement of student learning

e Procedures for analyzing and interpreting assessment results for the
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A primary goal for each instructional department’s assessment is to include at least one direct

*

measure of student learning, which is accomplished usually through the use of locally developed
tests, student portfolios, capstone assessment measures, embedded assignments, or through
licensure exams and standardized national tests. In addition to direct measures, most areas may
also use indirect methods to assess student achievement. Graduation rates and graduation and
employer surveys are frequently used as indirect indicators of student achievement.

This form presents template of questions that must, at minimum, be addressed by instructional
departments when filing an assessment plan. While an electronic version of this form will be
made available, instructional departments may include additional information not specifically
addressed in this form as long as the template questions are addressed.

Other Assessment Considerations:

o The College expects programs/departments/divisions to make curriculum changes and
budget requests based in part upon assessment findings. Assessment of student learning
should be a catalyst for quality instruction and improvement across the college community.

o All programs will be asked to submit an annual assessment report to the Assessment
Committee by October 10 of each year. (If October 10 falls on a weekend, please submit
reports on the following Monday.)

o For technical and occupational programs, please consider the role of your advisory committee
in your student learning objectives.

This form must be completed by October 10 of each academic year. Complete each part of this
form. Please follow highlighted instructions.

Part A: Identification and Student Learning Outcomes

1. Name of program: Early Childhood Development
2. Name of individual compiling report: Traci Johnston

3. Date of submission: October 25, 2022

4. Academic year: 2021-2022

5. Is the assessment plan (Check or highlight one)

[ ] an initial plan for the X a revision of an old plan [ ] unaltered from
program previous year
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6. Provide a mission statement of the program to include a description of the jobs/careers for
which students are being prepared. Also, list the learning outcomes for your program.

Early Childhood Mission Statement

“To develop proficient early childhood educators who will positively impact children,
tamilies, and the early childhood field within inclusive relationships.”

This degree will allow graduates to apply for the Birth through Pre-Kindergarten Teaching
Credential from the Division of Early Care & Education. It will allow graduates to be the
lead teachers in a non-public school classroom or in a Head Start classroom as they continue
to pursue a bachelor’s degree from another institution of higher education. Students will
also be qualified to serve a paraprofessional in a public-school pre-kindergarten classroom.

The Early Childhood Development Program, consistent with the College’s mission and
objectives, encourages the success of its Candidates by promoting the following Program
Learning Outcomes:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of developmental domains, child development, developmental
learning theories, and learning theories and its application to appropriate learning
environments for young children. (aligns with NAEYC Standard 1)

2. Apply culturally competent practices and partnerships with children, families,
colleagues and the community. (aligns with NAEYC Standard 2)

3. Demonstrate competency in skills of observation of child’s physical, cognitive,
language and affective development, and appropriate application of a variety of
developmental assessment tools. (aligns with NAEYC Standard 3)

4. Demonstrate knowledge of effective and developmentally appropriate classroom
practices and instructional strategies. (aligns with NAEYC Standard 4)

5. Using and understanding content knowledge, child development, and appropriate
early learning standards to design and implement instructional practices and
meaningful curriculum. (aligns with NAEYC Standard 5)

Applies principles of ethical and professional behavior and engages in informed
advocacy and continuous learning about the field of early childhood education.

(aligns with NAEYC Standard 6)

o

7. Complete the curriculum map below. Please mark an X in the map below to indicate which
courses correspond with learning outcomes. If applicable, you can also use I, D, or M to indicate
that a learning outcome is introduced, developed to foster more sophistication, or demonstrated at
a level of mastery acceptable for graduation within the program. Additional courses may be
marked with an R to indicate reinforcement of a program learning outcome.
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List all Program Learning Outcomes
supporting
courses

PLO #1 PLO #2 PLO #3 PLO #4 PLO #5 PLO #6
ECD 1003 X, 1
ECD 1103 X, 1
ECD 1203 X, 1 X, 1
ECD 1423 X, 1 X, 1 X, 1 X, 1
ECD 1113 X, M
ECD 1013 X,D
ECD 2503 X,D
ECD 2803 X, D
ECTC 2303 X,D X,D
ECTC 2403 X, R X, R X, M X, M
ECTC 2503 X, R X, R
ECTC 2603 X, M
ECTC 2703 X, R X, R
ECTC 2803 X, M X, M
ECTC 2903 X, M

8. How does your assessment report connect to institutional learning outcomes?

To help with mapping your assessment data to the school’s overall institutional outcomes,
please check the boxes for the institutional outcomes directly associated with the assessment
data presented in this report. For details on each outcome, see Appendix A.

XILO #1 — Information Literacy

X ILO #2 — Technology Literacy
XILO #3 - Communication

X ILO #4 — Critical Thinking

O ILO #5 — Quantitative Reasoning
XILO #6 — Cultural Awareness
XILO #7 — Professionalism

Part B: Assessment Methods and Data Sources

In this section of the assessment plan, learning outcomes for the program will be defined. Also,
assessment methods and data sources for each outcome must be defined. Follow the instructions
below to define and relate the program learning outcomes.
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1. Complete the chart below or attach documentation of the assessment process that includes

the data included below.

Assessment Method
and/or
Data Source

and professional behavior and
engages in informed advocacy
and continuous learning about
the field of early childhood
education.

Program Learning Outcomes Course

1. Demonstrate knowledge of ECTC 2503 | Preschool Observation: Direct Method: Rubric
developmental domains, child ECD 1003 Theorist Paper & PowerPoint: Direct Method: Rubric
development, developmental ECD 1423 Language Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
learning theories, and learning ECD 2803 Disability Paper: Direct Method: Rubric

. o ECTC 2403 | Math & Science Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
theories and its application to
appropriate learning
environments for young
children.

2. Apply culturally competent ECD 1113 Parent/Teacher Conference: Community Resources for
practices and parmerships With Famﬂies: Direct Method: RubriC
children, families, colleagues and ECD 1423 Language Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
the community ECTC 2403 | Math & Science Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric

3. Demonstrate competency in skills | ECTC2503 | Preschool Observation: Direct Method: Rubric
of observation of child’s physical, ECD 1013 Infant Observation: Direct Method: Rubric
cognitive, language and ECD 1103 Preschool Observation: Direct Method: Rubric
affective development, and ECTC 2603 | Child Case Study: Direct Method: Rubric
appropriate application of a
variety of developmental
assessment tools.

4. Demonstrate knowledge of ECTC 2703 | Preschool Weekly Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
effective and developmentally ECD 1203 Book Extension: Direct Method: Rubric
appropriate classroom ECD 1423 Language Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric

. . . ECTC 2303 | Storytelling Figures: Direct Method: Rubric
practices and instructional ¢ ) )
. ECTC 2403 | Math & Science Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
strategies.

5. Using and understanding content | ECTC 2803 | Mobile Infant Activities & Observation:
knowledge, child development, Direct Method: Rubric
and appropriate early learning ECTC 2703 | Preschool Weekly Plan: Direct Method: Rubric

. ECD 2503 Preschool Observation: Direct Method: Rubric
standards to design and i ] )
implement instructional practices ECD 1203 Book Extension: Direct Method: Rubric
g eful i lp ECD 1423 Language Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
and meaninglul currcuium. ECTC 2303 | Storytelling Figures: Direct Method: Rubric
ETCT 2403 | Math & Science Lesson Plan: Direct Method: Rubric
6. Applies principles of ethical ECTC2903 | Advocacy Letter: Direct Method: Rubric

2. Please check or highlight any of the statements below that apply to your program assessment.
Also, for each program outcome, if applicable, attach any assessment instruments, grading
rubrics, or exemplars of student performance used at the program level.




UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS Assessment Report

v® PULASKI TECH

X Rubrics and/or standardized tests were pilot-tested and refined.
X Rubrics were shared with students.

X Reviewers were calibrated with high inter-rater reliability or norming workshops.

3. Also discuss any additional data sources that may be used to gauge success (e.g. charts,
graphs, surveys, rates).

All key assessment data for national accreditation (NAEYC) is collected in Blackboard
using electronic rubrics, and rubric reports are created within Blackboard and used to
assist in analyzing data.

Additionally, Candidates in the capstone course ECTC 2903 Future Perspectives take the
NOCTI exam prior to or just after graduation from the AAS Early Childhood
Development program. The NOCTI is a CTE credentialing examination for early
childhood professionals and a score of 70 or above qualifies a graduate to apply for the
Birth-PreK Teaching Credential from Arkansas” DHS DCCECE division.

While not aligned specifically with the Early Childhood Development program’s PLO’s,
the NOTCI assesses Candidates in the following areas:

-Health and Safety

-Cognitive Development

-Language Development and Communication
-Physical Development

-Social and Emotional Development
-Community and Family Relationships
-Observation, Documentation, and Assessment
-Professionalism

-Classroom Organization and Arrangement
-Creativity

-Diversity in the Classroom

-Inclusion of Children with Special Needs
-Positive Guidance Techniques and Reinforcement

The preliminary report of results from July 2022 indicates that six graduates took the
NOCTI exam, with an average score of 89 (out of a possible score of 100), with the highest
score being 92.7 and the lowest score being 82.5. A comprehensive report showing score
breakdowns in all areas, and in comparison to both State and National averages, will be
provided by NOCTI and will be published on the Early Childhood Development
program’s webpage at uaptc.edu/ecd. (As of the date of this program level report, this
comprehensive breakdown of scores has not yet been received.)
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4. Describe the process of analyzing the assessment data, including specifically discussion of
results and collaboration among faculty in the program, for the last academic year. Also,
check below any of the following statements that apply to your program assessment.

*

Faculty meet frequently to analyze the assessment data for all courses. During the 2021-
2022 year, a significant amount of time was been spent reviewing key assessment
instructions, rubrics, and data to meet the year one conditions of our accreditation renewal.
Specific changes have been made to strengthen the six key assessments in preparation of the
year one Response to Conditions report filed on September 30, 2022. A copy of this Report is
attached hereto.

X Comparative data used when interpreting results and deciding on changes for
improvements.

X National standards, collaboration with sister programs and/or research data were used to
ensure the program was held to high standards.

5. Complete the chart below or attach documentation of the assessment results that includes
the data included below. Results should include total number of students assessed, the
distribution of scores, relevant and detailed interpretation, student strengths and
weaknesses, and whether the target was met.

Assessment Results/Conclusion
Program Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate knowledge of ECTC 2503: Child Guidance

developmental domains, child 10 students assessed with a 78% success rate
Even though this is at the proficient level. There continues to
be areas of weakness. Students need more practice observing
and documenting using the Arkansas Developmental Rating
Scale Social & Emotional Development.

development, developmental learning
theories, and learning theories and its
application to appropriate learning
environments for young children.
ECD 1003: Foundations of Early Childhood

28 students were assessed with a 87% success rate

Overall, students have successfully mastered this assessment.
However, students continue to struggle with making the
practical application to their theorist and today’s early
childhood classrooms.

ECD 1423: Advanced Field Experience

9 students were assessed with a 89% success rate

While the overall success rate is high, faculty notes that a
breakdown of the rubric report indicates that students are
having the most difficult with the writing of measurable
objectives within their lesson plans. Students still struggle
some with ways to write their objectives in a clear and
meaningful way.

ECD 2803: Special Needs

10 students were assessed with a 70% success rate

This is a drop-in performance from the prior year. Faculty
would like to make some changes to this course in the
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coming academic year. Faculty would like to embed a UA-
ECEP certificate into the course. Faculty would like to
incorporate other forms of activities and assessments, rather
than heavy reliance on research papers.

ECTC 2403: Math & Science for Early Childhood
11 students assessed with a 100% success rate

Findings from this year’s report indicate a very successful
pass rate. This course project and grading rubric has
undergone significant revision in the past two years and this
year a final revised version of the grading rubric will be
implemented. This project serves as a key assessment for the
program’s national accreditation and particular attention has
been paid to revising and tweaking the rubric to better reflect
an accurate measurement of proficiency in desired outcomes
in students.

2.

Apply culturally competent practices
and partnerships with children, families,
colleagues and the community.

ECD 1113: Working with Diverse Families

4 students were assessed with a 88% pass rate

Students scored a 94% on the first parent-teacher conference.
Students scored a 79% on their Community Resource
handouts. Students scored a 91% on their second parent-
teacher conference. Overall, students scored well on this
assessment. Students need additional support in locating
community resources specific for the “mock” family
situation. This project serves as a key assessment for the
program’s national accreditation and particular attention has
been paid to revising the assessment to better reflect an
accurate measurement of proficiency in desired outcomes in
students.

ECD 1423: Advanced Field Experience

9 students assessed with a 89% success rate

While the overall success rate on this assessment is very high,
faculty notes that a breakdown of the rubric report indicates
that students are having the most difficulty with the writing
of measurable objectives within their lesson plans. It appears
that students are doing well with the activities planning but
struggling a bit with ways to write their objectives in a clear

and meaningful way.

ECTC 2403: Math & Science for Early Childhood

11 students assessed with a 100% success rate

Findings from this year’s report indicate a very successful
pass rate. This course project and grading rubric has
undergone significant revision in the past two years and this
year a final revised version of the grading rubric will be
implemented. This project serves as a key assessment for the
program’s national accreditation and particular attention has
been paid to revising and tweaking the rubric to better reflect
an accurate measurement of proficiency in desired outcomes

in students.

3.

Demonstrate competency in skills of
observation of child’s physical,

ECTC 2503: Child Guidance
10 students assessed with a 78% success rate
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cognitive, language and affective
development, and appropriate
application of a variety of developmental

assessment tools.

Even though this is at the proficient level. There continues to
be areas of weakness. Students need more practice observing
and documenting using the Arkansas Developmental Rating
Scale Social & Emotional Development.

ECD 1013: CDA Portfolio & Field Experience

2 students assessed with a 100% success rate

To introduce students to the concepts of observation and
documentation, students show a pass rate of over 70%. Most
students in this course have had some previous experience in
observation of young children and are building upon that in

this course.

ECD 1103: Child Growth & Development

15 students assessed with a 93% success rate

This is a steady improvement over the prior years, when
students regularly had a difficult time securing observation
sties and completing this assignment. Faculty have met and
discussed the current rubric used with this project and have
planned to do some revising, indicating adding a component
to the observation report which askes the students to
compare theorists within their analysis of the evidence
gathered from their observation.

ECTC 2603: Practicum

6 students assessed with a 100% success rate

Goals were met for this assessment, with a success rate of
100%. Students appear to have the most difficulty in writing
the Social/Emotional development summary of the Child
Case Study. This assessment serves as a Key Assessment for
the program’s national accreditation reporting. The project
and the grading rubric have undergone significant revision
during the past two years as a part of the program’s self-
study and re-accreditation process.

4. Demonstrate knowledge of effective and
developmentally appropriate classroom
practices and instructional strategies.

ECTC 2703: Preschool Curriculum

9 students assessed with a 91% success rate

Students scored well about the 70% assessment goal.
However, there is always room for improvements. Faculty
would like to see students continue to improve on their
ability to write developmentally appropriate lesson plans
especially small and large group activities. Students also
need additional guidance in adding materials to the learning
centers to extend the topic of study.

ECD 1203: Environments for Young Children

18 students assessed with a 89% success rate

Faculty have been purposely working to increase
performance in this course overall and on this measurement.
These results are evident.

ECD 1423: Advanced Field Experience
9 students were assessed with a 89% success rate
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While the overall success rate is high, faculty notes that a
breakdown of the rubric report indicates that students are
having the most difficult with the writing of measurable
objectives within their lesson plans. Students still struggle
some with ways to write their objectives in a clear and
meaningful way.

ECTC 2303: Literacy & Language Arts for Early Childhood
7 students assessed with a 100% success rate

This year’s report shows a definite increase in student
performance. The previous year’s report indicated a student
success rate of 72%.

ECTC 2403: Math & Science for Early Childhood

11 students assessed with a 100% success rate

Findings from this year’s report indicate a very successful
pass rate. This course project and grading rubric has
undergone significant revision in the past two years and this
year a final revised version of the grading rubric will be
implemented. This project serves as a key assessment for the
program’s national accreditation and particular attention has
been paid to revising and tweaking the rubric to better reflect
an accurate measurement of proficiency in desired outcomes
in students.

5. Using and understanding content
knowledge, child development, and
appropriate early learning standards to
design and implement instructional
practices and meaningful curriculum.

ECTC 2803: Infant Toddler Curriculum

7 students were assessed with a 94% success rate

The success rate for this project continues to improve. In 2019, the
success rate was 82%. In 202, the overall success rate was 88%.
This project is a NAEYC key assessment and has undergone
significant changes due to

ECTC 2703: Preschool Curriculum

9 students assessed with a 91% success rate

Students scored well about the 70% assessment goal.
However, there is always room for improvements. Faculty
would like to see students continue to improve on their
ability to write developmentally appropriate lesson plans
especially small and large group activities. Students also
need additional guidance in adding materials to the learning
centers to extend the topic of study.

ECD 2503: Health, Safety & Nutrition

5 students were assessed with a 94% success rate

Students scored a 91% on the Health Lesson Plan, a 92% on
the Nutrition Lesson Plan, and a 99% on the Safety Lesson
Plan. Students are doing exceptionally well on the lesson
plan project. Faculty discussed adding a demonstration of at
least one of the activities to evaluate the overall effectiveness
of the activity. However, this course is currently taught
online so faculty may have to get creative to measure the
demonstration.

ECD 1203: Environments for Young Children
18 students assessed with a 89% success rate
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Faculty have been purposely working to increase
performance in this course overall and on this measurement.
These results are evident.

ECD 1423: Advanced Field Experience

9 students assessed with a 89% success rate

While the overall success rate on this assessment is very high,
faculty notes that a breakdown of the rubric report indicates
that students are having the most difficulty with the writing
of measurable objectives within their lesson plans. It appears
that students are doing well with the activities planning but
struggling a bit with ways to write their objectives in a clear
and meaningful way.

ECTC 2303: Literacy & Language Arts for Early Childhood
7 students assessed with a 100% success rate

This year’s report shows a definite increase in student
performance. The previous year’s report indicated a student
success rate of 72%.

ECTC 2403: Math & Science for Early Childhood

11 students assessed with a 100% success rate

Findings from this year’s report indicate a very successful
pass rate. This course project and grading rubric has
undergone significant revision in the past two years and this
year a final revised version of the grading rubric will be
implemented. This project serves as a key assessment for the
program’s national accreditation and particular attention has
been paid to revising and tweaking the rubric to better reflect
an accurate measurement of proficiency in desired outcomes
in students.

6. Applies principles of ethical and
professional behavior and engages in
informed advocacy and continuous
learning about the field of early
childhood education.

5 students assessed with a 100% success rate.

A more detailed look at the results of this assessment
indicates that one student scored in the 70 percentile, one
student in the 80%, and 3 students in the 90% percentile.
Data indicates that students are performing successfully on
this PLO.

6. Describe your use of results, including planned improvements to the program and/or any

follow-up studies that confirmed that changes have improved student learning.

The Early Childhood Development AAS program is nationally accredited by the National
Association for the Education of Young Children. The accreditation requires faculty to
constantly review the program, rubrics, key assessments and data. Rubrics and data are
reviewed every semester and rubrics are updated if faculty believe changes need to be made

to reflect a stronger assessment of NAEYC Standards and course learning outcomes. Major

revisions to key assessment projects were made this past year based on feedback from our
NAEYC decision report. Faculty believe these changes will strengthen the key assessment
projects. A detailed description of changes made is outlined in the Response to Conditions

report of September 30, 2022, attached hereto.
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7. What specific changes were implemented this year based on last year’s results?

These following key assessment projects went through major changes due to feedback

from the NAEYC decision report. Changes were made to the overall projects, including

student instructions and scoring rubrics. A detailed description of changes made is

outlined in the Response to Conditions report of September 30, 2022, attached hereto.

- ECTC2903: Future Perspectives- Reflection Paper: NAEYC Standard Statements

- ECD 1113: Working with Diverse Families- Parent-Teacher Conference: Community
Resources for Families

- ECTC2603: Practicum- Child Case Study

- ECTC 2403: Math & Science for Early Childhood- Math & Science Lesson Plan &
Implementation

- ECTC 2803: Infant Toddler Curriculum- Mobile Infant Activity Plans & Observation

- ECTC2903: Future Perspectives- Early Childhood Advocacy Project

8. What specific budgetary resources are needed for your program based on your
assessment results?

Grants have recently been received to create a model infant toddler “mock” classroom.
Additional funds are needed to keep both our infant toddler and preschool “mock”
classrooms in great working condition. Materials, toys and equipment will be needed to
continue creating a model classroom.

9. Please write any additional information here that you think is pertinent to the
assessment process for your program that assists stakeholders (i.e. administrators and
standing committees) in understanding your report.

The Early Childhood Development Program meets regularly with an Advisory
Committee. Assessment data, including accreditation reports, are shared with
stakeholders, and their input and guidance is collected. Stakeholders on the Advisory
Committee also work with faculty to locate and/or provide meaningful field experiences
for Candidates in the Early Childhood Development Program.
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Appendix A — UA-PTC’s Institutional Learning Outcomes

1. Analyze information from credible sources. (Information Literacy)
This may include the ability to:
e Locate relevant information
e Evaluate the quality and usefulness of the information
e  Synthesize the information.
e Communicate the information in an ethical manner consistent with the standards of the field or
program of study.

2. Appropriately apply a variety of technology tools within one’s discipline. (Technology Literacy)
This may include the ability to:

e Acquire information,

e Solve real-world problems,

e Communicate, and/or

e Perform tasks and processes.

3. Communicate effectively with diverse audiences in multiple contexts. (Communication)
This may include the ability to:
e Develop, organize, and present orally well-supported and ideas formally and informally with
consideration of community and context.
e Develop, organize, and present in written format well-supported ideas formally and informally
with consideration of community and context.
e C(learly express ideas, information, and concepts in various modes and media, including the
proper use of appropriate technology.
e Select and utilize means of communication appropriate for a variety of professional, civic, and
social circumstances, environments, and communities.
e Consider diverse communities in multiple contexts.

4. Apply critical thinking skills to achieve a desired goal. (Critical Thinking)
This may include the ability to:

e Apply appropriate methods to solve problems or address issues.

e Use evidence to justify conclusions.

5. Use quantitative methods to solve problems. (Quantitative Reasoning)
This may include the ability to:

e Analyze and interpret quantitative information.

e Apply quantitative concepts and skills to solve real world problems.

6. Demonstrate awareness of cultural differences. (Cultural Awareness)

This may include the ability to:
e Explain how similar actions can be understood differently depending on cultural context.
e Evaluate the impact of culture on individuals and groups.

7. Demonstrate career readiness skills. (Professionalism)
This may include the ability to:

e Demonstrate personal accountability.

e  Meet commitments.

e Demonstrate ethical behavior.

Page 13
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e Demonstrate teamwork.
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