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EDUCATION, SOCIAL LIBERALISM, AND
ECONOMIC CONSERVATISM:
ATTITUDES TOWARD HOMELESS PEOPLE’

Jo Phelan Bruce G. Link
Columbia Universily Columbia Universiry and
New York State Prychiairic Instiruce
Ann Stueve Robert E. Moore
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Numerous studics link educarion o liberal attitudes, such as tolerance and
support for civil liberties, yet explanations for this association remain con-
troversial. Three models have been proposed: Liberal attitudes result from
cognitive and lity devels from direct socialization, or from
“idealogical refinement.” Tests of these models predicting soclal artitudes
have failed to resolve the contraversy. We argue that the mechanism by which
education influences aititudes can be ciarified by considering economic atti-
iudes as well as social anides. We focus on arindes oward homeless
people, an issue with both social and ecoromic components. Using a nation-
wide survey, we find that education is associated with greater tolerance for
homeless people but less support for economic aid to the homeless, These
data support the socialization model, and we conclude that education so-
clalizes studenis to the “official culrure," which in the United States includes
values of eaual spportuniry and eoual respect—but not saual puteomes.
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@ Hereis the key takeaway.

Education influences political attitudes,
showing greater tolerance for homeless people
but less support for economic aid, highlighting
a complex relationship between education
and both social and economic attitudes.
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